
“Outrageous Grace”
Jonah 3

The urgency of God's mission requires an obedient response to God's call in life (1-3a)
God’s call doesn’t change. Jonah tried to run away from God’s call in his life, but all that running away 

from God did was to bring more trouble into Jonah’s life. In the end, Jonah found himself redirected by God 
and back on the shoreline where he had started his race away from God. After all of the trouble he ran into in 
running away from God’s call, Jonah discovered that God’s call didn’t run away from him since God’s call 
doesn’t change. Because God doesn’t change, his call doesn’t change. And because God’s call in Jonah’s life 
was connected to God’s urgent mission to reach the sinners in Nineveh, God also didn’t waste any time once 
Jonah was back on dry ground. As Jonah lay on the seashore, God called him to get up and to get going once 
again. Jonah probably wanted a shower and a nap. After all that he had been through Jonah needed some 
rest, but God’s mission was urgent. God’s work was critical, and God’s call couldn’t wait. So Jonah finally did 
what he should have done from the first time that God called him; Jonah got up and went to Nineveh.
1. Picture Jonah on the seashore after the fish had just spit him out. At that moment, God calls him once 

again to get up and to go to Nineveh. Discuss what this reveals about God’s priorities in this world and in 
our lives.

2. Jonah’s response this second time around was to get up and to go. He stopped running from God’s call, 
and he responded to it in obedience. As a follower of Jesus, what are some of the things that we are all 
called to do? Make a list and find Scripture to support each call if possible.

3. God calls us all to be obedient in the ways that were identified in question 2, but he also calls each of us to 
express that obedience in specific ways. What is God’s specific call in your life right now?

4. Are you obeying God’s call as a follower of Jesus in your life? Why or why not? What’s at stake in the work 
that God’s called you to do? Discuss specific ways that you can get up and go do what God’s called you to 
do this week.

The power of God's Word can lead to transforming faith in the most unlikely hearts (3b-9)
Jonah went to Nineveh and obeyed God’s call to proclaim God’s Word to the people of Nineveh. His 

obedience was probably reluctant and certainly unenthusiastic, but Jonah’s simple obedience was all that God 
needed. Jonah simply shared God’s Word, and God used His Word to penetrate the hearts of the people of 
Nineveh. A miracle took place in Nineveh. Jonah brought a message of judgment, and the people of Nineveh 
responded in faith. They believed God’s Word, and they responded in a way that revealed their true belief. The 
people of Nineveh began to repent and to turn to the Lord! From the least to the greatest, they repented. 
Before Jonah could even make it through the whole city, the Word of God spread through the city of Nineveh 
all the way to the king of Nineveh. The people mourned and fasted in repentance for their evil and in hopes of 
God’s grace in their lives. God’s Word had the power to change hearts and to give saving faith to the people of 
Nineveh. God’s Word still has that power today!
1. Discuss the words that Jonah shared. Was it a message of hope or judgment? Why? What do you think 

Jonah’s attitude likely was in sharing God’s message with the people of Nineveh?
2. Discuss how the people of Nineveh responded. Why was this response so uncharacteristic and unlikely? 

What does this tell you about God’s ability to work through even an imperfect messenger of His Word?



3. God’s Word only mentions Jonah taking the message one day’s journey into the city, but it goes on to say 
that the word spread through the city all the way to the king. What does this tell you about the way that 
God can multiply and spread His Word through one person? How does this apply to you?

4. Who do you need to share God’s Word with this week? Pray for faith in God and not in your ability. Pray for 
His work in multiplying His Word through you in our community. Pray for His Work in using His Word to 
transform the hearts of the most unlikely in St. Francisville and in the places we work and live.

The response of humble faith in God's Word leads to God's outrageous grace in life (10)
God’s unchanging love and His outrageous grace came to the people of Nineveh as they genuinely 

came to Him in humble and repentant faith. Just as His unchanging justice and judgment would have come to 
them because of their sin, their faith in His Word that led to true and humble faith in their hearts brought His 
saving grace into their lives. God is unchanging, so this is not a case of God changing His mind. Without 
repentant faith in the hearts of the people of Nineveh, judgment would have come in 40 days. However, 
because the people of Nineveh responded in humble and true faith to God’s Word, God’s unchanging grace 
was poured into their lives. As undeserved as God’s forgiveness was, faith brought the outrageous grace of 
God to the people of Nineveh. Faith still brings God’s outrageous grace into life today.
1. Read Jonah 3:10 and then take a minute to allow people in your group to react to God’s reaction to the 

people of Nineveh.
2. How would you respond to the argument that this verse does not suggest that God changed His mind? 

Why is it important that God does not change?
3. What verses in the New Testament reinforce the truth that faith comes through hearing God’s Word? What 

verses in the New Testament reinforce the truth that God’s saving grace comes through responding in faith 
to the Word of God: The Gospel?

4. How does Jonah 3 instill confidence in us in the work of evangelism that God has called us to do? Why?


